
Africa's journey in the 21st century has been marked by a mix of challenges and strides 
th

toward progress. While there is agreement in the literature that Africa arguably lost the 20  

century, it is important to state that the con�nent is already fri�ering the hopes presented by 
st

the new century. A cursory look at the African condi�on in the first two decades of the 21  century 

shows that the con�nent is enmeshed in crises such as poli�cal instability, recurring conflicts, and governance 

issues that have posed significant hurdles in several regions. Economic growth has been uneven, with some na�ons 

thriving and others grappling with poverty, unemployment, and underdevelopment. Healthcare remains a concern in 
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21st-century Africa. This is because the con�nent is afflicted by recurring outbreaks of diseases such as Ebola, HIV/AIDS, and 

malaria and the recent impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. While the worst fears about COVID-19 did not materialize on the 

con�nent, malaria, for example, con�nues to be Africa's healthcare albatross. There were 247 million cases with 619,000 

deaths in 2021 (UNICEF, 2023). Access to adequate healthcare services remains a challenge, par�cularly in rural areas. Children 

under five years of age are par�cularly affected, accoun�ng for 77% of malaria deaths in 2021 (UNICEF, 2023). This problem, if 
stnot addressed, could hamper Africa's socioeconomic advancement in the 21  century. Africa has been affected by an 

environmental crisis. These environmental issues have been aggravated by climate change, which has led to droughts, 

decer�fica�on, and erra�c weather pa�erns. These factors significantly affect agriculture, food security, and livelihoods of 

communi�es that rely on natural resources. This means that, as climate change and other environmental reali�es bite harder,

more Africans sink into the human security crisis. Humanitarian crises, including refugee situa�ons and internal displacements

due to conflicts and environmental degrada�on, strain resources and require interna�onal support for management and 

resolu�on. In the Horn of Africa, for example, more than 43 million people need humanitarian assistance in Ethiopia, Kenya & 

Somalia in 2023 (UNFPA, 2023). In the same vein, while terrorist a�acks are reducing in the Lake Chad region, the number of 

Nigerians displaced from their homes by Boko Haram Terrorism (BHT) remains alarming. The Internal Displacement

Management Center places the number of internally displaced Nigerians in 2022 at 3.6 million 2022 (Internal Displacement 

Management Center, 2023). Amid these challenges, Africa has demonstrated resilience and progress. Economic growth in

various countries, advancements in technology, and improvements in healthcare and educa�on in certain regions depict a

con�nent striving for development. Efforts, such as the African Union's Agenda 2063, underscore the commitment

 to inclusive growth, sustainable development, and peace across the con�nent. Observers and scholars have argued that this 

can only be viewed with cau�ous op�mism,as challenges such as lack of capacity and poli�cal will could hamper the 

implementa�on of the noble con�nental agenda. Collabora�on, both within African na�ons and through partnerships with the

global community, is essen�al to addressing the root causes of these challenges. Ini�a�ves aimed at improving governance, 

inves�ng in infrastructure, promo�ng access to educa�on and healthcare, and fostering sustainable economic development 

are crucial steps toward a more stable and prosperous future in Africa in the 21st century. Academics, research, civil society

organiza�ons, non-governmental organiza�ons, governments, interna�onal organiza�ons, and other stakeholders are invited 
st

to contribute to the discourse on African crises in the 21  century through, but not limited to, the following subthemes:

Africa's evolu�on in the 21st century has been marked by a mix of remarkable, even if 

unheralded, strides as well as daun�ng challenges. There are claims  that not only did Africa
thseem to have  'lost' the 20  century,  there is the fear that the con�nent might also  not be taking 

sufficient advantage of  of the hope and opportuni�es presented by the current century. This is due to the

challenges to poli�cal stability,  conflict management that have dogged Africa in the early part of this century. 

These difficul�es extend also be the economic arena where growth has been uneven with some countries appearing to do 

well while others s�ll grapple  with alarming levels of poverty, unemployment and infrastructural shortages. 

Amid these challenges, Africa has demonstrated resilience and resourcefulness. Economic growth in various countries, 

advancements in technology, and improvements in healthcare and educa�on in certain regions depict a con�nent striving for 

development. Efforts, such as the African Union's Agenda 2063, underscore the commitment to inclusive growth, sustainable 

development, and peace across the con�nent. Some observers argue that this should only be viewed with cau�ous op�mism,

ci�ng o�-repeated litany of perceived 'deficits' stereotypically associated with the con�nent.                                                  .  

While not ignoring the myriad of difficul�es experienced in Africa, this conference challenges poten�al presenters and 

par�cipants to think rather in terms of the opportuni�es, prospects and possibili�es that Africa has, as well as the 

contribu�ons that the con�nent can make in addressing, not only it's internal issues, but also the mul�tude of problems 

facing the en�re planet today. What unique advantages can we find in the history of past and present African civilisa�ons? 

What lessons can be learnt from the con�nent's contemporary resilience in the face of such daun�ng crises as the COVID-19 

pandemic? What cultural, historical and intellectual resources can Africans draw from in the a�empt to chart a more 

auspicious future pathway for its people and the world? What kinds of collabora�ons, both within and beyond Africa, can be 

developed to address the these challenges. Indeed, what would it take – in broad terms – for Africa to become “the Africa we

 want” in the words of the AU's 20263 Agenda? Academics, students, researchers, CSO and NGO prac��oners, government 

officials, policy-makers, and other stakeholders are invited to contribute to these discussions using the following 

(and other relevant) sub-themes:

· Economic transforma�on and developmental paradigms

· Environmental sustainability and climate change 

· Healthcare access and pandemic responses

· Social movements, iden��es and cultural resilience

· Technology, innova�on and digital divide

· Educa�on and human capital development

· Conflict resolu�on and peacebuilding 

· Gender equality and women empowerment

· Historical perspec�ves on Africa's evolu�on



 

Submission guidelines:

Interested presenters should please send abstracts of no more than 250 words along with a short bio of 100 words to 

glotanresearchservices@gmail.com. Contributors should state the subtheme that best suits their submission. 

Upon acceptance of abstracts, presenters are expected to send 10-page slides and a well-researched manuscript of 

between 6,000 and 8,000 words. 

Publishing opportuni�es 

Authors whose papers are presented at the conference as well as those who might be unable to a�end have the op�on of

 submi�ng their full papers for peer review and publica�on in any of the four accredited journals listed below including in 

an edited book coordinated by Prof. Victor Ojakorotu and Dr. Bamidele Olajide. 

· African Renaissance 

· Journal of African Affairs 

· AYIKA: Journal of Environment and Poli�cs in Africa 

· Africa and Global Issues Quarterly 

Conference venue: 

University of  Witwatersrand, Johannesburg ,South Africa  ( Humani�es Graduate Centre)

Important dates:

Deadline for submission of abstracts: 15 February 2024

Announcement of decisions on abstracts: 16 February 2024

Submission of full papers: 31 March 2024

Conference registra�on: 1 – 17 April 2024

Conference: 18 – 20 April 2024

Conference fees: R5000 (students – R3500)

Conference conveners:

Prof V Ojakorotu, NorthWest University, Mahikeng, South Africa

Prof P Mashau, University of KwaZulu-Natal, Durban, South Africa

Prof TJ Mudua, Ins�tute of Gender & Youth Studies, University of Venda, South Africa

Prof K Esuola, Ins�tute of African & Diaspora Studies, University of Lagos, Nigeria

Prof P Marumo, School of Philosophy, NorthWest University, Mahikeng, South Africa

Confirmed keynote speakers:

Prof. Tsoaledi D Thobejane, Ins�tute for Gender and Youth Studies, University of Venda, South Africa. 

Prof A Akpome, Department of English, University of Zululand, South Africa
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